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who make great sacrifices for the well-being 
and safety of our great State. On behalf of 
myself and the citizens of the First State, I 
would like to honor these outstanding organi-
zations and extend to them our congratula-
tions on serving Delaware. 

Today, I recognize the Delaware Volunteer 
Fireman’s Association and the Ladies’ Auxil-
iary for more than just the peace-of-mind that 
they bring us. I recognize the groups for being 
leaders in the community and pillars of 
strength and dedication. Family, friends and 
fellow firefighters should take a moment to 
truly appreciate the world of difference the 
Volunteer Fireman’s Association and its La-
dies’ Auxiliary have made. 

In addition to the stature of the two organi-
zations, their respective presidents also de-
serve our highest regard. President Jasper 
Lakey of the Delaware Volunteer Fireman’s 
Association has served the Delaware City Fire 
Company for 54 years. In that time, beside the 
great feats and tireless dedication, he has 
served as Chief of the Delaware City Fire 
Company, Chief at the Texaco Refinery in 
Delaware City, President of the New Castle 
County Volunteer Fireman’s Association and 
he served for 12 years as a member of the 
Delaware State Fire Prevention Committee. 
His undertakings and accomplishments are al-
most unmatched by anyone in his field. 

Pat McCall presides over the Ladies’ Auxil-
iary and in this capacity she has served the 
organization extremely well. President McCall 
is a 47 year member of the Christiana Fire 
Company Ladies’ Auxiliary and her husband 
Jim has served the Company for 43 years. He 
was also President of the Delaware Volunteer 
Fireman’s Association in 1979. The prestige of 
Mrs. McCall’s family, of course, does not end 
there. Her two granddaughters are now mem-
bers of the Auxiliary and they have reached a 
tremendous milestone of 5 generations serv-
ing the Christiana Fire Company. 

With the leadership of Presidents Lakey and 
McCall, the Volunteer Fireman and the Ladies 
Auxiliary are certain to continue the great tra-
ditions of the volunteer firefighting community. 

Once again, I thank the Delaware Volunteer 
Fireman’s Association and the Ladies’ Auxil-
iary for the service they have provided Dela-
ware over their many years. Their commitment 
to fighting fires and saving lives has earned 
them a permanent place in Delaware’s fire 
service history.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, September 
2003 brings with it the 25th anniversary of the 
Eleanor M. Kahle Senior Center in our district. 
Starting life as the West Toledo Senior Center, 
it was renamed in 1995 upon the passing of 
its founder and guiding light, Mrs. Eleanor 
Kahle of Toledo, who passed from this life at 
the age of 78 years young on August 13, 
1995. 

In fact, a recognition of the senior center’s 
milestone cannot be made without a tribute to 
its original inspiration: Eleanor Kahle, Polish-
American by heritage, began her life on Sep-

tember 10, 1916, in what was then the small 
community of Sylvania outside of the city of 
Toledo. At the time of her death, she had be-
come a citizen of the world. In all of the ca-
reers of her life—widowed wife and mother of 
six children, pastoral associate in the Roman 
Catholic Church, executive director of the 
West Toledo Senior Center, and elected offi-
cial in the city of Toledo—Eleanor Kahle 
forged new ground. She delighted in the 
achievements of her sons and family. A de-
voted woman of the church, she became the 
first woman to serve as a pastoral associate, 
and essentially rose to the highest-ranking 
woman in the U.S. Roman Catholic Church at 
that time. In 1987, at the age of 70 when most 
people would not dream of making such a 
major change in their life, Eleanor Kahle 
began her stellar political career as an elected 
official, winning a seat on Toledo’s city coun-
cil, and eventually was elected the city’s vice 
mayor. This work led to her involvement in 
Sister Cities International. Eleanor Kahle was 
a woman who drank deeply from life’s cup. 
She was always planning, always working to-
ward unmet horizons. 

In 1977, at the suggestion of Eleanor Kahle, 
a group of people in West Toledo got together 
to determine the needs of the area’s 17,000 
seniors. Representatives from fourteen dif-
ferent service and church groups ‘‘passed the 
hat’’ and collected $12.47. On September 12, 
1978, thirty founders ratified a Constitution, 
and West Toledo Senior People Inc. was born. 
They began to plan a center dedicated to 
meeting the needs of seniors in the neighbor-
hoods of West Toledo. Under the Older Ameri-
cans Act, such ‘‘multi-purpose centers’’ offered 
nutritional meals, learning opportunities, invig-
orating activities, and supportive services to 
elders in communities all across our Nation. 
Despite tremendous opposition, West Toledo 
Senior People doggedly pursued the creation 
of a senior citizens center. That dream be-
came a reality in 1979 with the birth of the 
thriving West Toledo Senior Center in the ren-
ovated Willys Park Shelter House. Over the 
following year, 620 volunteers put in nearly 
5,000 hours to make the shelter house the 
home of the West Toledo Senior Center. Elea-
nor Kahle was the center’s first director, lead-
ing its growth until her retirement in 1993. 
Today that center stands, hundreds of seniors 
strong, housed in a large, expanded, pleasant 
building, as a true legacy to its founding mem-
bers. 

Immediately, the West Toledo Senior Center 
made its reputation as an active, involved, 
savvy group of people dedicated to making life 
better not only for themselves but seniors as 
a whole and our community at large. For 
many years the West Toledo Senior Center 
was the largest in Toledo. Its members include 
people from every walk of life, multiple gen-
erations, and all corners of West Toledo. It is 
truly a neighborhood center, and all who enter 
are immediately swept up into activity, delight, 
and camaraderie. The center has weathered 
difficult times as well, as founding members 
and original activists aged, passed on, and a 
new crop of leaders emerged to direct the 
center in the 21st century. Even as its found-
ers pass into memory, the Eleanor M. Kahle 
Senior Center retains their light, and it con-
tinues to be a beacon in our community. 

I join with the center’s long time members 
and friends as we look back on a fruitful first 
25 years, remembering old friends, special 

times, and inspiring moments. Yet, none will 
rest on the center’s history nor the accom-
plishment of those who brought it to life, nur-
tured it, saw it through growing pains, and 
guide it into maturity. Rather, we cherish the 
first quarter century and look forward toward 
the bright horizon of tomorrow.
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Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Lansing City Rescue 
Mission for its service and devotion to the less 
fortunate people in my district. For over ninety 
years, the City Rescue Mission has been pro-
viding warm meals, warm beds and warm 
hearts to the people of Lansing who are un-
able to provide for themselves. 

The Lansing City Rescue Mission opened 
its doors in November of 1911 and while fi-
nances were tight, the mission still managed 
to provide warm clothing to the needy and 
wholesome meals to the hungry. During the 
depression, the mission opened a soup line to 
serve the many hungry men and women who 
were without job, or a home. After several lo-
cation changes, the mission settled in its 
present location in 1949. That same year, the 
mission was incorporated and a board of di-
rectors was selected. Throughout the 1950’s, 
the newly incorporated mission continued to 
expand; and by 1960 the mission could sleep 
thirty-seven and feed forty-two. Today, the 
Lansing City Rescue Mission continues to 
serve the Lansing area with distinction. The 
mission has grown to 12 separate buildings 
and serves almost 1,500 needy individuals 
each year. In 2002, the mission provided al-
most 19,000 clean beds and over 53,000 nu-
tritious meals. 

In 2002, President Bush asked all Ameri-
cans to devote themselves to the cause of 
community service and volunteerism. Mr. 
Speaker, The Lansing City Rescue Mission 
has been answering this call to service since 
1911; and thanks to generous donations and 
hardworking volunteers, the Lansing City Res-
cue Mission will continue to serve for many 
years to come. On behalf of my constituents 
and the nearly 1,500 people served by the 
mission every year, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the Lansing City Rescue 
Mission.
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Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, this summer 
Cambodia held an important national election 
and the world is watching to see how its re-
sults are implemented under the Cambodian 
constitution. 

Uniquely, the Cambodian constitution re-
quires a two-thirds super majority in the Na-
tional Assembly in order to form a govern-
ment. In the national elections that were held 
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